
HULL Albert 

 

 Lance Corporal  Essex Regiment  13th Battalion.   

Date of Death: 04/12/1917   

Service No: 19075  

Born Tolleshunt Knights. Enlisted Colchester resident of Tiptree.  He is shown in the 1901 census as a 6 year 

old born & living at Tolleshunt Knights.  in all there are 29 Hulls living in Tolleshunt Knights at that time. His 

father was Charles aged 31 working as a blacksmith & born at Heybridge. His brother was Emily aged 32 from 

castle Hedingham. He had sisters Florence aged 12 days, Olive aged 8 & brother Percy aged 4 all born 

Tolleshunt Knights.  

He initially served in the Balkans being posted 26th September 1915 serving with the 1st Battalion Essex 

Regiment.  

The13th (Service) Battalion (West Ham) was formed at West Ham, 27 December 1914, by the Mayor and 

Borough. In  August 1915 it was attached to 100th Brigade, 33rd Division. 22 December 1915 : transferred to 

6th Brigade, 2nd Division.  

He was  Killed in Action during the German counter attack after the initial phases of the Battle of Cambrai.  

British infantry, having moved up into captured 

German trenches at Havrincourt on 20 November 

1917  

"The German counter attack, 30 November - 4 

December 1917 

The German plan was simply to cut of the neck of the 

salient by attacking on each side, with the strongest 

blow to come on the southern side. The blow fell at 

7.30am on the 30th November, and was devastatingly 

fast and effective. By 9am, the Germans had 

penetrated almost 3 miles towards Havrincourt Wood. 

Byng's Third Army faced disaster, with the real 

prospect of several divisions being cut off in the trap. 

The first attack fell on the 55th (West Lancashire) and 

12th (Eastern) Divisions on the south-eastern side of the salient. The Germans climbed the slope to re-take 

Lateau Wood, pushed up the complex of shallow ravines south of Banteux, moved through Villers Guislain and 

past Gouzeaucourt. Amongst the troops defending the artillery positions at Gouzeaucourt were the 11th United 

States Engineer Company. The direction of the assault was across British divisional boundaries, and the 

command structure rapidly broke down as the troops became mixed up. 



Three German divisions attacked to the north, supported by an intense Phosgene barrage, intending to cut the 

Bapaume-Cambrai road near Anneux Chapel. They were repulsed by the machine gun barrage of the 47th 

(London), 2nd and 56th (London) Divisions, who had relieved the 36th and 40th. No Germans reached the road. 

Fierce fighting continued in the southern area for Gonnelieu, Les Rues Vertes and Masnieres. 

Eventually, on the 3rd December, Haig ordered a retirement 'with the least possible delay from the Bourlon 

Hill-Marcoing salient to a more retired and shorter line'. The audacious plan had failed and although some 

ground had been gained, in places the Germans were now on ground formerly occupied by the British. A small 

salient remained at Flesquieres, which was an exposed position ruthlessly exploited by the German assault in 

March 1918." reference http://www.1914-1918.net/bat21.htm 

 

 1914-1915 Star; 1914-20 War Medal & 1914-1919 Victory Medal 

 

 

   

Casualty Type: Commonwealth 

War Dead Grave/Memorial 

Reference: Panel 7 and 8. 

Memorial: CAMBRAI 

MEMORIAL, LOUVERVAL 

The CAMBRAI MEMORIAL 

commemorates more than 7,000 

servicemen of the United 

Kingdom and South Africa who 

died in the Battle of Cambrai in 

November and December 1917 

and whose graves are not known. 



Sir Douglas Haig described the object of the Cambrai operations as the gaining of a 'local success by a sudden 

attack at a point where the enemy did not expect it' and to some extent they succeeded. The proposed method of 

assault was new, with no preliminary artillery bombardment. Instead, tanks would be used to break through the 

German wire, with the infantry following under the cover of smoke barrages. The attack began early in the 

morning of 20 November 1917 and initial advances were remarkable. However, by 22 November, a halt was 

called for rest and reorganisation, allowing the Germans to reinforce. From 23 to 28 November, the fighting was 

concentrated almost entirely around Bourlon Wood and by 29 November, it was clear that the Germans were 

ready for a major counter attack. During the fierce fighting of the next five days, much of the ground gained in 

the initial days of the attack was lost. For the Allies, the results of the battle were ultimately disappointing but 

valuable lessons were learnt about new strategies and tactical approaches to fighting. The Germans had also 

discovered that their fixed lines of defence, no matter how well prepared, were vulnerable. The Cambrai 

Memorial was designed by H Chalton Bradshaw with sculpture by C S Jagger. The memorial stands on a terrace 

at one end of LOUVERVAL MILITARY CEMETERY. The chateau at Louverval, was taken by the 56th 

Australian Infantry Battalion at dawn on 2 April 1917. The hamlet stayed in Allied hands until the 51st 

(Highland) Division was driven from it on 21 March 1918 during the great German advance, and it was retaken 

in the following September. Parts of Rows B and C of the cemetery were made between April and December 

1917 and in 1927, graves were brought in from Louverval Chateau Cemetery, which had been begun by German 

troops in March 1918 and used by Commonwealth forces in September and October 1918. The cemetery now 

contains 124 First World War burials. No. of Identified Casualties: 7043 

 

TOLLESHUNT KNIGHTS 

 


